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We Still Need Your Help! 

Whilst we understand that you'll no doubt be very concerned about the awful COVID-

19 coronavirus and focussing on other things, the Symondshyde enquiry is still 

progressing.  There is a very important deadline approaching and we do need our 

supporters' help. 

The Inspector has asked the Council for more information and will make a decision 

on Symondshyde, after the hearings on all the other potential sites have been held in 

May.  Welwyn Hatfield Council have launched a consultation on the proposed 

changes to their Draft Local Plan.  This includes the removal of Symondshyde.  The 

Inspector will make his decision based on many factors, but we know that he places 

some weight on the amount of comments that are received from members of the 

public.  We therefore urgently need our supporters to comment on Welwyn Hatfield's 

latest consultation.  This consultation closes on Wednesday 1st April! 

How to Help 

The specific section of the consultation that relates to Symondshyde is available on 

the Council's website. 

We would like you to make a comment against Table HAT15 (under paragraph 

17.7).  This section states that Symondshyde is proposed to be deleted.  We need 

supporters to 'Add Comments' against this section (see screenshot below - click to 

enlarge) stating why Symondshyde is such a bad idea and that you support the 

removal of the site from the Local Plan.  

 

http://consult.welhat.gov.uk/portal/planning_policy/sites_consultation_2020/proposed_changes_to_the_submitted_draft_local_plan_2016_site_allocations_2020?pointId=s1582037276913#section-s1582037276913
http://www.save-symondshyde.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Screenshot-How-to-fill-in-1.png
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Some good reasons to cite include those about un-sustainability of the development, 

for example: 

• The lack of public transport to/from the development.  The development is too 

small to feasibly support and significant bus routes etc. 

• The nature of the development will result in a large number of people 

commuting to nearby urban areas or railway stations 

• Due to the distance and cycle unfriendly roads, journeys to railway stations 

are likely to be taken in cars, not on bicycles. 

• The size of the development is too small to support the services the residents 

will need - they will have to travel outside of the area for these services 

(almost entirely in cars) 

• Most home-owners will have to travel on minor, congested roads 

for employment, shopping, leisure etc 

• The large number of additional car journeys every day will result in an 

unacceptable impact on already congested local roads 

• To be sustainable, new developments within existing Green Belt should be 

channelled towards existing towns and villages 

You can of course comment on any aspect of the development and we would 

encourage you to make comments in your own words. 

Please answer 'Yes' to the first two questions and then complete the 'reasons 

box' making it clear that you are referring to SDS6/Hat15 (Symondshyde) and in the 

next box please state that the site should be deleted from the Local Plan to make it 

sound.  The screenshot below may help (click to enlarge). 

 

http://www.save-symondshyde.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Screenshot-How-to-fill-in-2.png
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You will need to register on WHBC's consultation portal to be able to submit a 

comment.  If you responded to the consultation on the Draft Local Plan in 2016, you 

should be able to use the same account. 

If you need any help with any of the above, please do get in touch by 

emailing save.symondshyde@gmail.com 

 

Keep well and thank you again for your support! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

John and the Save Symondshyde team 

www.save-symondshyde.co.uk 

 

http://consult.welhat.gov.uk/common/register.jsp?type=consultee
mailto:save.symondshyde@gmail.com
http://www.save-symondshyde.co.uk/

