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It’s been a while since we last updated you with progress.  Despite the COVID-19 

situation, lots has been going on behind the scenes with Symondshyde. 

Symondshyde Hearing  

Back in March, the Inspector held a specific hearing on Symondshyde.  In advance 

of the hearing, we submitted detailed written statements on the following 

matters: Vision and Objectives, Green Belt, Sustainability, Viability, Historic Heritage 

and Land Stability.  We presented further evidence to the Inspector during the 

hearings, as did the Council and the developers (Gascoyne Cecil Estates, GCE).  

Subsequent to the hearing, the Inspector asked the Council to consider whether 

there was a more sustainable location closer to Hatfield or if Symondshyde would be 

more sustainable if made larger.  Much to our surprise and disappointment, the 

Council responded by suggesting the expansion of Symondshyde towards Coopers 

Green Lane to accommodate 1,500 dwellings (up from the original 1,130).  They 

argued that an enlarged Symondshyde would be more viable in terms of the 

provision of on-site community facilities and dedicated bus services.  Not 

surprisingly, the additional required land is owned by the same landowner 

(Gascoyne Cecil Estates).  

Just as we thought that Symondshyde might be dropped from the Local Plan (you 

may recall that the Council voted to remove Symondshyde in January) it appears 

that an even larger development on the site could be proposed!  

Further Consultation on the Green Belt 

You may recall that we asked you to respond to the Council’s consultation on 

emerging new sites in the Green Belt as well as those already in the submitted plan.  

This included a proposal to remove Symondshyde from the Plan.  There were 55 

responses to this proposal, including a robust one from Save Symondshyde – thank 

you to those who responded.  We also submitted responses making a case for 

reduced housing targets, based on the latest published population projections.  In 

addition, we took the opportunity to submit detailed comments on sustainability that 

(for technical reasons) we had not been able to present at the Symondshyde 

hearings.  The Council has still not published its conclusions on this consultation, 

which closed on 1st May. 
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Next Steps 

 

The latest figures for population growth have recently been published (see the Office 

for National statistics 2018 Household projections) and show a substantial 

reduction.  The inspector asked the council to analyse the impact on Welwyn and 

Hatfield’s housing numbers.  Despite there being another reduction in household 

numbers, we are very disappointed to find the council and their consultants arguing 

that they ought to incorporate very large 'adjustments' which threaten to require more 

even houses than the currently submitted plan.  

 

The Inspector has now asked for comments on a number of key documents 

including the Council's proposal to increase Symondshyde as well as housing 

need.  We will update you further on these soon and also let you know how you can 

still help to Save Symondshyde. 

 

Keep well and thank you again for your support! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

John and the Save Symondshyde team 

www.save-symondshyde.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.save-symondshyde.co.uk/

