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A Great Survey Response!  

  

Many thanks to the hundreds of people who completed our recent survey on how 

you use Symondshyde. We’ve had some fascinating results. Most people who 

responded visit Symondshyde most weeks (37.5%) with a further 34.6% visiting 

every couple of months and it turns out that people who know and love 

Symondshyde have been visiting for over 10 years (70% of responders) of whom 

18.4% have reported visiting Symondshyde all their lives. People have told us how 

valuable this beautiful area has been for their mental health: 

 

“We live in Stanborough, we use this walk quite frequently and also lead the WGC 

U3A walking group around it once a year or so. We love it, it's so close to us, yet 

really quiet, the bluebell woods are gorgeous and it’s a beautiful piece of English 

countryside. In lockdown, it was a place we could walk undisturbed, and really added 

to our ability to cope.” 
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The message that access to wild places was helping people to cope was echoed by 

another responder, who said: 

 

“We love the peace, the lovely varied walks, the wildflowers, trees, butterflies, birds, 

the woodland and open farmland, very restorative and especially essential during 

COVID restrictions. I find a walk at Symondshyde calms my anxiety and helps me 

cope with the pressures of life, especially now.” 

  

We think that it’s important that Welwyn Hatfield Council Planning Team, Councillors 

and the Planning Inspector see these responses and we’re going to send a copy of 

the spreadsheet with responses to them. We believe that it’s important that they are 

reminded that hundreds of local people support this campaign to prevent the 

unnecessary destruction of the Green Belt at Symondshyde. 

 

If you haven’t yet had chance to respond, our survey is still live on our website and 

we’d like to hear from you and your friends about how much you value 

Symondshyde.  

 

http://www.save-symondshyde.co.uk/
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Where are we now? 

 

In July, following the Symondshyde Hearing in March Melvyn Middleton, the Local 

Plan Inspector, wrote to Welwyn Hatfield Council highlighting some significant 

concerns about development in this location. At the heart of his concerns is fear that 

this development is un-sustainable and we support these concerns. We believe that 

1,130 houses built in the heart of the Green Belt, will drive a wedge into much valued 

amenity countryside, and that this settlement will rely on car usage for most activities 

including shopping, retail, leisure and education, driving more cars onto already 

congested roads and narrow lanes. It will destroy high quality, much loved and well 

used amenity countryside. 

 

In response Welwyn Hatfield Council planning department have 

proposed increasing the size of the development from 1,130 houses to 

1,500.  This will increase the area of Symondshyde by around 50%, meaning that 

over 200 acres of land will be stripped out of the Green Belt, instead of the 140 acres 

originally proposed. The new boundary between Hatfield and the proposed 

settlement will be a mere 700m, creating a real risk of coalescence into Hatfield and 

a loss of more Green Belt land over time.  

The inspector has now asked all parties with an interest in Symondshyde to respond 

to this more recent proposal. Save Symondshdye will submit our response this week 
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and if you have been contacted by Louise St John Howe, the Programme Officer, it’s 

critical that you respond too. If you need help writing your response, we can help - 

just contact us by replying to this email. 

We have been told by the Inspector that only those who responded to the original 

Local Plan Consultation in 2016 are eligible to respond to this latest consultation. If 

you feel that you want to have your say but have not been contacted by the 

Programme Office, it may be helpful for you to complete our survey. 

 

What other news do we have? 

 

Thanks to your generosity our last email resulted in £900 added to our existing 

funds. This has enabled us to instruct specialist legal counsel to give us an expert 

view on Welwyn Hatfield Council’s interpretation of which sites in the Green Belt can 

be prioritised for housing. 

 

Our planning policy expert, Richard Bate, has also written a report scrutinising the 

household projections which were put forward by Welwyn Hatfield’s planning 

consultancy, Turley. We believe that Turley have significantly overestimated the 

number of houses needed in the district in the next 20 years because they are using 

out of date information. 

 

The latest projections published by the Office for National Statistics show that the 

population, and the number of houses needed is forecast to reduce dramatically over 

the next 20 years.  This means that far fewer houses than are currently planned for 

in the Council’s emerging Local Plan will be needed. Our own research indicates that 

less than 8,000 additional dwellings will be needed, rather than the 12,000 in the 

Draft Plan submitted for examination, and the 16,000 suggested by the Inspector 

before the latest figures came out. There is a very real risk that by using inaccurate 

information, Welwyn Hatfield Council will needlessly sacrifice large areas of valued 

Green Belt land, including the much-loved area of land adjoining Symondshyde 

Great Wood. 
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What can you do? 

 

We need you to do a number of things to support our work in the next few weeks: 

 

If you were contacted by the Louise St John Howe, the Local Plan programme 

officer, at the beginning of September asking for a response to the latest proposal 

from Welwyn Hatfield Council, please do respond by email and also send a hard 

copy by post by the 30th October. 

 

If you haven’t yet had chance to complete our survey, please do. And ask your 

friends who visit Symondshyde to do the same. There is a link to the survey on the 

front page of our website.  

 

Continue to email and call your District and County Councillors about this issue, 

particularly if you live in Welwyn Hatfield Borough. Ask them why despite a 

unanimous Council vote in January this year to remove Symondshyde from the draft 

Local Plan, planning officers are still forging ahead with the proposal. 

 

Finally, if you are able, please share your email with friends and family who know 

and love Symondshyde. It’s important that we continue to remind everyone involved 

how many people support the Save Symondshyde Campaign. 

 

 

Keep well and thank you again for your support! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

John and the Save Symondshyde team 

www.save-symondshyde.co.uk 

http://www.save-symondshyde.co.uk/
http://www.save-symondshyde.co.uk/

